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FOREWCRD

This bock on Island County 15 one of an original series being devoted to
the history and present nature of agriculture in each of the thirty.nine coune
ties of the State of Washington, This project was initiated in 1956 through
funds made available by Sverre N, Omdahl, Director, Washington State
of Agriculture, 194856, State funds were matched by moneys from the United
States Departuent of Agrisculture under the Research and Marketing Act of 19i6,

County agricultural data books are intended to serve a variety of needs,
Continually changing conditions in a dynamic state such as Washington require
constant plenning by groups and individuals both in private enterprise and
puilic seivice, Comprehensive knowledge of land resources, population end
ag: Jeultural-economic trends in a local area such as Islend County is of great
vilue. Tiis book will be useful for reference in public and private instructio:
by voecatiraal agriculture and social studies teachers in Island County schools.
It has been devised 2lso to inform adults interested in knowing more about
their imrcdiate area, as well as persons and enterprises concerned with
agricultuiral production and marketing or prospective settlement and investment
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Carefully selected geographic facts, agricultural history, population
trends and statistical data are included to give an over all appreciation of
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452480 uuuuuf. xne enumerations of the United Di es Censuses of ropu.l.au.on

Board are summrized to g:Lve a perspective of developmnt sinca the astablishe-
ment of Island County in 1853, Facts on topography soil, climate _and forests
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which influence farming ave integrated from surveys and reporis of govermment

agencies, Estimates of leading crops by years since 1939 by the Washington
Crop and ILivestock Reporting Service provide a measure of the trend in the
agriculture of the county farm industry,

Acknowledoment is accorded the professional work of several persons,
Immediate direction was under Emery C, Wilcox, Agricultural Statistician in
Charge, Estimates Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, United States

T}pn'a tnment of Acr'imﬂhn-n Sunervision, research and cartperachic illustration
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was performed by Dr, Woodrow R, Clevinger, Market Analyst, Washington State
Departwemt of Agriculture, Irwin L, Pedersen, student in agricultural economic:
Haghington State College and resident of Bellingham, Whatcom County, wrote the

sections on pattern of agriculinre, crops, livesteck and marketing and collecte:
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much ordicin al mfomtion. Mr, Richard Perry, of the Washington State Depart-
ment of Arriculture, and Leonard W, Orvold, D, W, Barrowman, Agricultural
Statisticians, Agricultural Marketing Service, United States Department of
Agriculture, gave valuable assistance, The clerical staff of the Washington

Crop and Livestoek Heporting Service prepared tabular material for the book.

Js D, Dwyer, Director
Washington State Department of Agriculture

Olympia, Washington
August 15, 1958

Funds for this dulletin provided by the Washington State
of Agriculture were matohed b{ the Unlied Stetes Department of Agyriculturs
undey the Research and Marieting Aot of 1946,
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PART I
History of Island County Agriculture
' Mtr@ction

Island County consists of two major islands in Puget Sound in northwestern
Washington, One of the two iglands is Whidbey; the other is Camano, With
pentle topography, shelltered coves and harbors and rich solls, these 4slands
were one of the early ssctions of the state to be settled. Easily accessible
to the early shipping trade, an important commercial agriculture was developed
by its pioneers, Favored by good natural conditions of soil and elimate and
irprroved transportation to markets, Island County has contimied to attract famm
st lere and to maintain an agricultural economy of considerable importance.

With only 208 squere miles of land area, Island is the smallest county in
the etate, However, the good quality of ite land for farming and home~making,
compared to some of the mountain counties of Washington, give 1t a higher rank
in population and agrieultural production. In 1955, Island ranked 24th in
population density in the state--58 persons per square mile of land area, In
1954, the countyls farmers merketed farm products valued at $2,588,862, which
ranked it 26th among Washington counties, The number of farms and amount of
farm production in the county have decressed since 1940, principally as a result

of a large naval air station bullt on Whidbey Island during World War 1I, The

county ranks tenth in the state in poultry ferming, eighteenth in dairying and

twenty-sixth in horticultural specialiy products, It is also noted for commere
cial squash produstion and berry growing,

History 1/

. Before the settlement of white men, present Island County was ocoupied by
village groups of Snohaomish and Swinomish Indlans generally related to the
Skagit tribe, They were cance Indians who lived primarily by fishing in Pugei
Sound, They also hunted deer and rabbits and collected roots and berries from
the heavily forested islands, The surroundings of seashore, forests, upiand
prairies and mershlands of the nearby Skagit River delta yielded abundant food
and they had the leisure time to build permanent seitlements, Warriers travelad
long distances on Puget Sound in large cedar canoces, There were frequent
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- invasions bty war cances of claliam and Haida Indians from the rorth who oame to
cnpture slaves,

The Jeland Indlans made thelr firat- *contact with whites in June of 1792,
when Joseph Whidbey, a member of the Bxitish expedition under Captain George

Vancouver, was exploring Deception Pgss, Theve was some contach with-traders
- .and trappera of Budaon Bay Fur Coupany between 1820 and 1810, ZAbout 18 40y Chief
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= ¥ather. Presois. Blanchet: arrivedrfrem Gowlitz4n 1840 and the Indians Built: a
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mhig,et Sourid :and ‘gave: hanmes to Sheprincipel dand:features.  A:Spanish expedition
S mlaa» Eranciacp*%lm enterecr ﬁh&: m&w;,;!nan de: ﬁuca .'m 1890 andr !hn{fal
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- B p‘n‘lc nzme of this major featnmpﬁ Teand Courty, - SORE S

. The first exploration by the Amer:l.can ‘Government was the U, S, Mﬁ:—

- ‘pedition under lieutenant Charles Wilkes in 1841, In that year, Wilkes sailed
i 8T 7D & BriglPorg oi%uintc PephsCove ahd explored perts off Whidbéy Island,
'fmﬁztna of % Sanw arid thsi£lorsand: fauna-were recarded-in-Wilids 1
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1/ This historical summary has. been derived from four sourcess
u.) Frederick Buerstatte, T Y of Whidbi Isgm;'mm of Arts
Thesis, Univerai.ty«ot Bla&“'{ﬁn,., £ a‘btlﬁ, 1y N
(2) Washington, 4 Ouide %o. £he-Everpreen:State: (american Ouide Series),
- Writers™ Progran-of ThelWorke Erodect Administration,:State of Washe
ington, -Sponsored-by the Hashington.State Historicil Boolety,
_ Publighed by-Binfards:&: Mort; - Portland, Oregon, 1k,
(3) George Kellogy:#iHinto: Wnidbeyls-Telsnd, Oek Harbor, Washingtons
Geo:nge B, katel,aprmwr—.‘*l% o EE

- - 5’5’-"&- &

X e
.. ....{k) Riohard M, Perry, The Counties of Washington rum:.snea vy becre'wry
T e ‘Stats, Olympia, Washingbon (m eograp%&? s
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countries was resolved by the trea

the L9th parallel, On August 13, 1848, Oregon Territory was established, which

embraced all of the present State of Washington,

Farly land settlon . D ALY dbey 1) d

*

. Vvepsels,

B Leans nigbes Bland was der the preo
visions of the Donation Land Act, passed by Congress in 1850, 4 donation land
claim for a married settler included a square mile, or a section of 40 acres,
island County attracted early settlers who arrived at Puget Sound on sailing

The early settlers on Whidbey Island were atiracted by the prairies and
ascersible coves where landings could be made, The oak tree prairie at Osk
Jartor was first settled by a Norwegian immigrant, Zakarias Toftesen, in 1849,
* Soot, dJohn M. Tzebi, settled in 185k, and built a small shipyard at Oak Hare

" bor, Captain Thomas Coupe, a Méw England mariner, took a donation land elaim

in 1852 and established the village of Coupevills, It was early termed the
"Port of Ssa Captains® because numercus mariners retired in this village, The
San de Fuca vieinity was firgt sebtled by R, B, Holbrook in the early 1850%s,
Coveland, on Fenn's Cove, was sattled by B, P, Barstow, who established a'trading
post. A prominent land settler wes Colonel Isaac H, Ebey, who took a donaticn
land olaim on Ebey Prairie near Coupeville in 1850, He was an Indian Agent for
the U, S, Govermment and an early trader and busineseman,

Maindy through the efforts of Colonsl Ebey, Islarnd County was oreated by
the Oregon Territorial Legislature on Jamuary 6, 1853, Island Courty had 195
inhabitants in its first census, From 1853 to 1860 population grew slowly bow
cause of transportation difficultiss and north ecast Indian hostility, A wae
party of Haideh Indians from Canada invaded the island in 1857 and killed

.Colonel Ebey. By 1860 the population had grown to 294 persons. Land speculation

brought many temporary settlers to the island,

Pioneer agriculiure was mainly for home use and some emallescale, irregular
sales to ships stopping at Penn's Cove, Oak Harbor and langley, Scme foods and
greins were boated across Admiralty Inlet of Puget Sound to the lumber town of
Port Tounsend, t

A report on Whidbey Island for 1859 reveals & system of general farming
with about aneethird of the harvested aoreage in grains, one«third in potatoss
and one~-third in miscellanecus vegetables, Pasture grasses and hay supported
a total of 809 beef cattle, SLb hogs and 150 sheep, One pionser farmer of note
was Samuel B, Crockett, who specimldized in timothy seed for sale to neighboring
gam?rsé In 1859, he raised 320 acres of timothy hay on his claim south of

enn'e Cove, !

From 1870 40 1500 Island County agriculture and settlement grew as more
settlers arrived and newer market outlets were found for crops and livestock,

Bxpanded export of piling, logs, cordwood, wheat, potatoes and butter provided

an econamic base for mumerous new farm and town sebtlers. Increased mariket oute

~ lets at Port Townsend, Seattle, Everett, Bellingham and in Alaska had an impore

tant influence in the county's agricultural growth, ‘The population increased
three-fold; from 626 to 1,870 in 1900,

In the late 1880%s the first dairy products plant was founded, Je My Tzett
and Sons Oak Harbor Creamery produced about 100 pounds of butter daily, This
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... Andustry gave an impetus. to. Yedsing dairy livestock which had fot: been profite

iablg Defire ) becausé of dif. 15:u§1.,t;r of. e:mort:lng aream or midk from the teland,

~  Anotiher development w‘hich ed the 1sland farmers was the demand for
Wgtma and other. foodstuffe:in the Aleska gold camps from 1900:£0:1905,

Potaty syoving for a time became: the major-agriculiural industry, During-the

). V;nogm" Ghinese labprerg{.\ ‘ br@.ght to WMdbey Island. Some absan'bae

nd'fieic Jaborers off I-Jhidbey isiand in 1ater years, closing an unusual per:lod
» m;,tnraLmstoxy., | ,‘
--dhp;fiéland i‘rem Holland, M:Lchigan resulted
5. The:. movement, was started-in 189h when

ntye-1/: O Harch 1?, 1895: an. :imigrant
i Chhtowa ed,,a'b fak Harbor, - Among -them were
agbuce, T, Haan, O,.Helder; 1y Bolbs o, 0kdhuus, E; Jenker, &, Schlass,
‘Lichtenbert and S, F,. Huloman; éxpert.cheeseemaker; The: Hollanders bought
T nd: yrer.Valley north. leHarbep -.Jﬁeveml yea:ra ;1ater eixty more Holw

gkt fﬁomignahom imigran‘o group .w the

ensue of 1920, Their farming industry

sprodquetive - cultivation,: They wers ine
%b and vegeﬁabla seéd farming.
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: }Lf ' 'gcﬂcas&regght mch ne

ﬁ,g_& AR deﬂwloging »dair'sr

= ,&‘bpat» -and &ﬁau ah.tp building yard.de
O:porulatdon-of 1,70k was more than doub”le that -
%fno!gug land for part=time farming ofi cute
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AT

’ mmbe;goﬂ Tens. The. :L'%t

; h‘mﬁmto:‘ﬁhﬁ ﬁi B&a@,ﬁvn ;;or 3arnang and ganeral population growth
,;:Jg% slow, . Tha inhabitante, minbered %5098 kn the Census. of. 1940, an increase of
T oty 1,381 £n 10 years, Riral ila

m: popiilation decreased slightly as the incore
rated  towns of Coupeville, the: county Beat, and langley and Oak Harbor grews
. and, shipping. senvice ;’%ﬁﬁ;@?ﬁm mproved starting about. 1910,  Agricule
had. previdns;l.y ‘been-handiear by: Arregular: and: infrequent shipping to

nlands. . In. 2930 the.servd twe regular daily ferry trips between
;_@Gpupm.ua WAS. aﬁwf%a froight ferry, the "Fairhaven® lcaded
: perdshable. pr«oduce» at: @;m«iﬁ;e three times per week, Other vessals
alMﬂnidbey and Camano nd ports, - Nerth: Whidbey Xsland gradually bee
came the main agricultural secﬁion ‘of the county as roads and fsarry services
were improved., .
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eim M%Nmag";' :davelopment ;}.n trg:aégg;m;f:on wag the ccnstruction ot the Deeeption .
' ridge 1n.1935,- Comngeded by:truck $o, the: mainland of Skagit County and

by: apte. .ot ernon and Burlington and markets such as

ble-to specialize in a greater variety of .

mereisl. cropa axxi"iivgst»nck. -
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